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Receipts for payment of arrears to seamen on ships of Company of 
Scotland Trading to Africa and the Indies, 1698-1711 
 

 

These records are part of a collection held by NatWest 
Group Archives relating to the Company of Scotland 
Trading to Africa and the Indies.  
The whole collection is inscribed on UNESCO’s UK 
Memory of the World Register, in recognition of its 
importance to our shared cultural heritage. 

 

background When the Company of Scotland was wound up in 1707, many of the crew 
members of its ships were still owed wages. One of the tasks of the Equivalent 
Company, created to administer the debts of the Company of Scotland, was to 
ensure that these arrears were paid to the crew members involved.  
A number of the company’s ships had been wrecked in the two expeditions to 
Darien in 1698 and 1699, with the loss of many lives. This left the Equivalent 
Company with the complex task of identifying the appropriate recipients of these 
deceased sailors' wages. Each mariner had been required to complete a legal 
declaration before his voyage, giving instructions for the payment of outstanding 
wages in the event of his death, and the Equivalent Company used these 
documents to identify the appropriate recipients of payments.   

 

documents The receipts are printed forms which have been completed by hand for each 
individual crew member. The amount of surviving paperwork varies considerably 
for each individual; in some cases only the receipt has survived, whereas in others 
the original legal declaration is also present. Most of the declarations identify the 
sailor's next of kin or legal successor. Some give additional information (for 
example, place of residence) about the crew member himself.  
The papers concerning some of the mariners also include documentation showing 
the subsequent assignment of the debts to a third party, or to a sequence of third 
parties. In a handful of cases, the original declaration survives but not the receipt 
for payment.  
Receipts are held for arrears of pay to crewmen of St Andrew, Endeavour, Dolphin 
and Unicorn, which travelled to Darien in the first expedition (1698), and Rising 
Sun, Hope and Speedy Return from the second expedition (1699).  

 

physical 
description 

801 articles of varying sizes relating to 358 crew members, originally arranged into 
15 bundles according to ship. Crew receipts are printed forms completed by hand; 
supporting documents are handwritten.  

 

alphabetical 
index 

The rest of this document comprises an alphabetical index to the ships’ crewmen 
mentioned in the receipts for payment of arrears to seamen. 
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Name Role Place Ship 

AITKEN Alexander sailor Borrowstounness 
(Bo'ness) 

Rising Sun 

ALLAN Andrew sailor - Endeavour 
ALLAN David sailor Fisherrow Unicorn 
ALLAN Garrit quartier - Unicorn 
ALLAN Robert captain's boy - Rising Sun 
ANDERSON John master (later commander 

of the unicorn?) 
- St Andrew 

ANDERSON William sailor / cordiner Portsburgh St Andrew 
ANDERSON William sailor - St Andrew 
ANDERSON William cooper - Endeavour 
ANDERSON William boatswain - Endeavour 
ANDREW James sailor - St Andrew 
ANGUS John foremastman - Unicorn 
ARCHIBALD John sailor - Endeavour 
BAILLIE John surgeon  - Rising Sun 
BAIN William sailor ? Tarvitt Rising Sun 
BAKER Thomas boatswain - Endeavour 
BAKER Thomas boatswain - Dolphin 
BALLANTINE George sailor - Rising Sun 
BALLANTYNE John sailor - St Andrew 
BALLIE John captain Port Glasgow Speedy Return 
BARCLAY Adam captain's servant - St Andrew 
BARCLAY Alexander sailor - Rising Sun 

BARCLAY Hugh steward's mate - St Andrew 
BARCLAY William sailor - Rising Sun 
BARR James armourer's mate - St Andrew 
BARTRAM Christian sailor - St Andrew 
BENNET Adam midshipman - St Andrew 
BENNET Henry carpenter ? Elie Dolphin 
BENNET James sailor - Endeavour 
BERRY Francis sailor - St Andrew 
BLACK Henry sailor - Dolphin 
BLACK James sailor - Dolphin 
BLACK James  foremastman - Rising Sun 
BOIG John sailor Cranfordsdyke Speedy Return 
BOLTON James sailor Saltcoats Hope 
BOWER James steward / merchant Dundee Hope 
BOWIE John sailor - St Andrew 
BROCK Andrew gunner - St Andrew 
BRODIE Walter sailor Dysart Unicorn 
BROWN Andrew sailor / merchant Peterhead St Andrew 
BROWN James sailor Leith St Andrew 
BRUCE William sailor - St Andrew 
BUCHANAN Robert sailor Tenant to the Earl of 

Mar 
Unicorn 

BUCHANAN Walter sailor - St Andrew 
BUCHANAN William sailor Glasgow Rising Sun 
BURNS George sailor Dysart St Andrew 
BURNS John sailor - Hope 
BURSTARIN Christian sailor - St Andrew 
BURT Thomas captain's cook - Unicorn 
CALDERWOOD George quarter master - St Andrew 

http://www.natwestgroup.com/heritage


Compiled by NatWest Group Archives © NatWest Group 2020  
http://www.natwestgroup.com/heritage 

CALDWALL Andrew merchant / sailor Glasgow Rising Sun 
CALDWALL Robert sailor - Rising Sun 
CAMERON Henry surgeon - Speedy Return 
CAMPBELL Alexander sailor - Rising Sun 
CAMPBELL Colin third mate - St Andrew 
CAMPBELL Colin sailor - St Andrew 
CAMPBELL Colin captain - ? St Andrew 
CAMPBELL James surgeon Monzie Hope 
CAMPBELL James sailor - Hope 
CASSELL John sailor Bo'ness St Andrew 
CHALMERS John sailor Kirkcaldy Endeavour 
CHARTERIS John surgeon's mate / merchant Edinburgh Unicorn 

CHRIGHTOUN Walter sailor - Unicorn 
CLARK James sailor Pittencrieff Unicorn 
CLARK John sailor Borrowstounness 

(Bo'ness) 
Rising Sun 

CLARK William captain's servant - Dolphin 
CLELAND James sailor Edinburgh Rising Sun 
CLERK John purser St Bottolphe without 

Aldgate, Middlesex 
St Andrew 

CLERK John the elder sailor - Rising Sun 
COCKBURN James sailor - St Andrew 
CODD John sailor Kirkcaldy Rising Sun 
COGLE David sailor - Unicorn 
COLT Andrew sailor - Unicorn 
COLVILLE John advocate and midshipman 

(later master) 
- Rising Sun 

COOK Alexander sailor - Unicorn 
COOK John - - Endeavour 
COUPER James apprentice and servant to 

alex. watson. carpenter on 
board 

- Rising Sun 

COUSINS John sailor - St Andrew 
CRACHTER John sailor - St Andrew 
CRAIG / CRAIGIE 
Patrick 

sailor Kirkwall St Andrew 

CRAIK John sailor / weaver Peebles Dolphin 
CRICHTON Walter sailor - Unicorn 
CROAK Robert sailor - St Andrew 
CULLON John surgeon's assistant - Unicorn 
CUMMING Thomas sailor Fifeshire Endeavour 
CUMMING Thomas second mate Irvine Speedy Return 
CUNNINGHAM William cooper Greenock Hope 
DAVIDSON Joseph gunner - Dolphin 
DAVIDSON Robert sailor - Dolphin 
DAVIDSON William boatswain - St Andrew 
DICK James sailor - Rising Sun 
DICKSONE James second mate - Endeavour 
DOG Walter surgeon Edinburgh Speedy Return 
DONALD David sailor - Rising Sun 
DOUGALD / DOUGALL 
Robert 

capenter's mate - Rising Sun 

DOUGALL John sailor - Speedy Return 
DOUGLAS Andrew  sailor - Rising Sun 
DOUGLAS James chief carpenter Leith St Andrew 
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DOUGLAS Walter sailor - Rising Sun 
DOWNIE James sailor - Unicorn 
DRYSDALE David sailor Culross Rising Sun 
DRYVER Robert sailor - Rising Sun 
EGLINTON Archibald sailor Fisherrow Unicorn 
ELLIOT Walter midshipman - St Andrew 
EVANSON Peter sailor - St Andrew 
EWAN / IRVINE John  sailor - Endeavour 
FERGUSON John sailor - Rising Sun 
FINLAY Alexander  sailor - Rising Sun 
FINLAY Colin  sailor - Hope 
FINLAY James sailor - Rising Sun 
FLEMING Alexander sailor ? Dysart St Andrew 
FOTHERINGHAM Adam sailor - Unicorn 
FOWLER Thomas sailor - Speedy Return 
FULLARTON Thomas captain - Dolphin 
GALLOWAY John  boatswain's mate - Rising Sun 
GARDNER William sailor Linktown of Abbotshall Unicorn 

GARRY William sailor - Hope 
GASCOINE Francis sailor - St Andrew 
GAY John sailor Greenock Rising Sun 
GAY John boatswain - Hope 
GIBB James sailor Abercorn Rising Sun 
GIBSON George surgeon's mate - Rising Sun 
GIBSON James captain / merchant Glasgow Rising Sun 
GIBSON Malcolm surgeon's assistant (son 

of sir alexander gibson of 
pentland) 

- Rising Sun 

GIBSON Thomas sailor - Rising Sun 
GLEN Duncan steward - Unicorn 
GLEN Henry sailor - Unicorn 
GLOVER Thomas steward  - St Andrew 
GORDON James sailor - Unicorn 
GORDON John quarter master - St Andrew 
GRAEME James midshipman   - St Andrew 
GRAHAM Charles sailor - St Andrew 
GRAHAM James first mate - Dolphin 
GRAHAM John sailor Burntisland Endeavour 
GRAHAM Robert sailor - Rising Sun 
GRAHAM Walter first mate - Rising Sun 
GRAHAM William sailor - Rising Sun 
GRANT George sailor - Unicorn 
GRANT Thomas flesher / sailor Edinburgh Rising Sun 
GRANT? James foremastman Burntisland Endeavour 
GRAY George sailor Kirkcaldy Endeavour 
GRIEVE John sailor Peebles Unicorn 
GRIEVE William sailor - Rising Sun 
GROAT Daniel sailor - Unicorn 
GROAT James  cook's mate / sailor  Rising Sun 
GUTHRIE James  sailor - Rising Sun 
HALL Robert captain's servant - Rising Sun 
HAMILTON Alexander mate / merchant Bo'ness Dolphin 
HAMILTON Alexander second mate - Dolphin 
HAMILTON Archibald sailor - Dolphin 
HAMILTON James sailor - Rising Sun 

http://www.natwestgroup.com/heritage


Compiled by NatWest Group Archives © NatWest Group 2020  
http://www.natwestgroup.com/heritage 

HAMILTON John sailor - Dolphin 
HAMILTON William sailor - Unicorn 
HANDYSIDE John foremastman / sailor - St Andrew 
HARDING / HARDEN 
John 

yeoman of the powder 
room 

- St Andrew 

HARDY James  sailor Kinneil Rising Sun 
HAY Andrew sailor Dysart St Andrew 
HAY William  sailor - Rising Sun 
HENDRY Alexander sailor Linlithgow Rising Sun 
HERD Walter foremastman - Unicorn 
HERMAN Matthew sailor - St Andrew 
HOG Mark sailor Bonhard pans (salt pans 

near Bo'ness) 
Rising Sun 

HOG Patrick sailor - St Andrew 
HOLMES John sailor - Hope 
HOLMES William cooper Greenock Speedy Return 
HOUSTON William  sailor - Rising Sun 
HUSSIE Michael sailor - Unicorn 
HUTCHINSON 
Alexander 

sailor - Rising Sun 

HUTTON James foremastman Fifeshire (place name 
cannot be deciphered) 

Rising Sun 

HUTTON James sailor - St Andrew 
INGLIS Charles sailor - Rising Sun 
INGLIS Henry sailor - St Andrew 
INGLIS Robert sailor - Rising Sun 
INNES Alexander gunner's boy - St Andrew 
JAMIESON James sailor Burntisland Unicorn 
JANSON Peter sailor - St Andrew 
JOHNSTON James sailor Dalkeith Rising Sun 
JOHNSTON James sailor - Unicorn 
JOHNSTON John sailor - Speedy Return 
JOHNSTONE William captain's servant - St Andrew 
KELSO Archibald sailor - Dolphin 
KERR James sailor Largo Rising Sun 
KEY James sailor - Endeavour 
KINNEIR Alexander sailor - St Andrew 
KINNELL William sailor - St Andrew 
KRETTS Henry trumpeter - St Andrew 
KRETTS Paul trumpeter - St Andrew 
LAMOND John sailor - Endeavour 
LAUGHTON Patrick gunner's mate ? Orkney St Andrew 
LIGHTON Patrick sailor - Rising Sun 
LITSTER Hugh sailor Aberdour Rising Sun 
LIVINGSTON Andrew surgeon Edinburgh Dolphin 
LIVINGSTONE James midshipman - St Andrew 
LOTHIAN John captain's servant - St Andrew 
LOVE Christopher master cooper - Hope 
LYELL James sailor - St Andrew 
LYON Henry sailor - Rising Sun 
MACFARLAND Walter sailor - St Andrew 
MACGREGOR Daniel sailor - Rising Sun 
MACKENZIE James carpenter Cartsdyke, Greenock Speedy Return 
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MACKIE George sailor - Unicorn 
MACKIE James sailor Culross St Andrew 
MACKIE Thomas sailor - Rising Sun 
MACLEAN Daniel steward's mate - Rising Sun 
MACLEOD Hugh sailor - Speedy Return 
MACLEOD Hugh  sailor - Dolphin 
MACNEIL Neil midshipman / 

foremastman 
- Rising Sun 

MACPHIE John piper and musician Rothesay Rising Sun 
MAITLAND William sailor - Unicorn 
MALLOCH John captain - Endeavour 
MALLOCH John captain St Bottolphe without 

Aldgate, Middlesex 
Dolphin 

MARJORIBANKS 
Joseph 

sailor (also listed as 
merchant in edinburgh) 

Lenchie St Andrew 

MARSHALL Charles sailor - Rising Sun 
MARTIN Abraham Lewis captain's cook - St Andrew 
MARTINE James sailor - Hope 
MASTERTON William sailor - Hope 
MCAULAY Robert third mate's boy (servant 

to thomas riddell, third 
mate) 

Glasgow Rising Sun 

McPHERSON John sailor Greenock Rising Sun 
MEBLO James sailor Dysart St Andrew 
MELDRUM John sailor - Rising Sun 
MELVILLE John sailor - Rising Sun 
MERCHISTON Robert surgeon's second mate - St Andrew 
MIGGLETON Thomas sailor - Rising Sun 
MILLER David sailor - Dolphin 
MILLER David sailor - Dolphin 
MILLER James steward - Rising Sun 
MILLER James captain - Hope 
MILLER John sailor Greenock Hope 
MILLER John sailor - Dolphin 
MILLER Thomas surgeon's mate Stirling Hope 
MILN(E) George first mate Leith Endeavour 
MILN(E) William sailor / joiner - St Andrew 
MILNE Alexander surgeon's assistant - Endeavour 
MILNE George master's mate - St Andrew 
MILNE William sailor - Unicorn 
MITCHELL James sailor - Rising Sun 
MITCHELL Walter sailor - Hope 
MOFFAT James sailor - Rising Sun 
MOFFAT James sailor - Rising Sun 
MONCRIEF George carpenter - Rising Sun 
MONTGOMERY James sailor - Speedy Return 
MORGAN John sailor - St Andrew 
MORRISON Christopher sailor / midshipman Greenock Dolphin 
MORTON Thomas sailor - St Andrew 
MOUTRIE Walter sailor - Unicorn 
MOWAT Patrick gunner's mate - Rising Sun 
MOWAT Peter gunner's mate - Rising Sun 
MOYES William cooper Burntisland Dolphin 
MUIR Alexander sailor - Rising Sun 
MUIR William sailor - St Andrew 
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MUIRHEAD John sailor Glasgow Dolphin 
MURDOCH John sailor - Rising Sun 
MURDOCH John sailor - Unicorn 
OLIPHANT Thomas sailor - Unicorn 
ORROCK Alexander sailor - St Andrew 
ORROCK John cockswain Burntisland St Andrew 
ORROCK John sailor - St Andrew 
PADDEN James  sailor - Rising Sun 
PANNALL John quarter master - Rising Sun 
PARGILLIS William sailor - Hope 
PARK Patrick steward's mate Glasgow Rising Sun 
PEARSY William quarter master - Rising Sun 
PENICUIK James captain's servant - St Andrew 
PENNECUIK Robert captain - St Andrew 
PETERSON Jonas chief carpenter - Hope 
PHILLIPS Robert sailor Leven Rising Sun 
PICKEN James sailor - Rising Sun 
PITSCOTTIE Colin sailor Craigdoukie Rising Sun 
POLLOCK George sailor - Rising Sun 
POUR Edward sailor - St Andrew 
POURIE Alexander sailor Edinburgh St Andrew 
POWELL / POWER 
Edward 

sailor - St Andrew 

PRATT Thomas sailor - Dolphin 
RANKEILLOR Thomas sailor Weymss Rising Sun 
RANKIN John sailor ? Ayr Rising Sun 
READY John quarter master ? Dysart St Andrew 
REYNOLDS William the 
elder 

sailor - Dolphin 

REYNOLDS William 
younger 

sailor - Dolphin 

RICHARDSON Walter sailor Kirkcaldy Endeavour 
RIDDELL Thomas third mate - Rising Sun 
RISK James captain's servant - Speedy Return 
ROBB Walter quarter master - St Andrew 
ROBERTSON John sailor - St Andrew 
ROSS William sailor Linktown of Abbotshall Endeavour 

RUSSELL George midshipman - Unicorn 
RUTHERFORD George surgeon's assistant   - St Andrew 
SANDILANDS George sailor - Dolphin 
SANDS William sailor Dunfermline Rising Sun 
SCOGIE Alexander sailor - Rising Sun 
SCOTT Robert sailor Linlithgow Rising Sun 
SETON Alexander captain's clerk & servant Leith St Andrew 
SETON George sailor - St Andrew 
SHARP William quarter master - St Andrew 
SIMPSON Alexander sailor Dysart St Andrew 
SIMPSON Robert sailor - Unicorn 
SIMPSON William sailor - Rising Sun 
SINCLAIR John cockswain - Rising Sun 
SMITH James sailor - St Andrew 
SOMERVILLE William sailor - St Andrew 
SPENCE James boatswain - Rising Sun 
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SPENCE John boatswain's boy son of 
james spence, boatswain) 

- Rising Sun 

SPENCE John  sailor ? North Leith Rising Sun 
STANBURGH 
Recompense 

mate Leith St Andrew 

STEIL John sailor - Rising Sun 
STENHOUSE George sailor - St Andrew 
STEVENSON John quarter master ? Wallyfield Rising Sun 
STEWART Alexander gunroom sailer - St Andrew 
STEWART Daniel sailor - Unicorn 
STORIE Francis sailor - St Andrew 
STUBART Robert sailor - Unicorn 
SYME John cook   Earlsferry Rising Sun 
TAILER Alexander sailor - St Andrew 
TAILER James sailor - Unicorn 
TAILER John sailor - St Andrew 
TAILMAN Thomas armourer - St Andrew 
TAILOR James sailor - Hope 
TAILOR William second mate / gunner - Hope 
TAIS David sailor Leslie Rising Sun 
TAIT James sailor - Endeavour 
TAYLOR James sailor - Unicorn 
THOMSON Andrew sailor Leith Dolphin 
THOMSON David sailor - St Andrew 
THOMSON Henry sailor - Unicorn 
THOMSON James sailor Leslie Rising Sun 
THOMSON James sailor - St Andrew 
THOMSON John sailor Inverkeithing Unicorn 
THOMSON William sailor - Rising Sun 
TOWARD Henry sailor - Unicorn 
TRAQUAIR James foremastman - St Andrew 
TROTTER George sailor - St Andrew 
TROTTER George sailor - Caledonia 
TURNBULL William boatswain's mate - St Andrew 
TURNER James sailor - Rising Sun 
WADDEL Thomas sailor Prestonpans Rising Sun 
WALKER Adam sailor - St Andrew 
WALKER James sailor - Unicorn 
WALKER James cook's mate - Unicorn 
WALKER William sailor - Unicorn 
WARDEN Ninian mate - Hope 
WARROCK James sailor ? Edinburgh Rising Sun 
WATT John sailor Glassford Rising Sun 
WEIR John gunner  - Rising Sun 
WHITARDS Michael sailor - Unicorn 
WHITE Archibald sailor - Rising Sun 
WHITEHEAD William captain's servant - Hope 
WILKIE James sailor Leven Rising Sun 
WILKIE William boatswain - Speedy Return 
WILLISON Robert sailor Cornton Rising Sun 
WILSON John boatswain Balgonie, Fife Dolphin 
WILSON Robert sailor - St Andrew 
WISHART William sailor - Hope 
WRIGHT James sailor - St Andrew 
WRIGHT John sailor - St Andrew 
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WYLIE Alexander sailor - Endeavour 
YOUNG Charles surgeon's first mate - St Andrew 
YOUNG Charles surgeon's mate - Hope 
YUILL Robert sailor - Hope 
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