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1 April 1801

Gilbert Watson tells me Bob is mistaken — McKinlay had their authority to draw the £130 — which
he showed me or he would not have got the money — and had that bill been first presented it
would have been accepted — but the next day he sent them a bill of Miller & McTaggart’s and
drew another £130 upon it to Menzies & Anderson — this last bill being for the sum of the credit
they accepted as they knew nothing of the other — but they would not accept it as they returned
Miller & Co’s bill. | cannot yet get hold of McKinlay but have set Penny upon him and hope to get
something squeezed from him. | am not fond of Miller & Co’s bill and it was for more than double
the sum.

These Old Bank small notes are a constant plague to us —in the hurry of yesterday a payment on
a deposit account of £800 was offered in them — our Tellers refused it as it is really impossible —
they could overtake the business if they were to take payments in that way. This brought Archie
Hamilton down to me today complaining of our not taking their notes. | told him that if he would
not do as other banks we could not help it — it is disgraceful in any respectable bank to offer
payments of hundreds and thousands all in small notes. | wonder Mr Fraser does not see this.
Archie was to write him so he may probably speak to you on the subject and you may just tell
him that if he will not pay large sums chiefly in large notes, as other banks do we are under the
necessity of refusing very small notes.

Tell Mr More the 25/ paid Mr Nimmo is for chaise hire.
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Gilbert Watson, Penny & Mr McKinlay have all been with me — we have settled the matter and
enclosed | return you the bill accepted. | could make no better of it than to discount Millar & Co’s
note per £276 | refused after getting another indorser a pretty decent man — out of this McKinlay
took our draft on you per £130 payable to SM & W — which he gave to Watson and then he
accepted the enclosed — such is the plague of having to do with needy people.

That bill sent you on Jamie Buchan | believe was really meant to be payable here — but his man
Hosie is out of town. It is a turning round bill by way of an additional credit to Hosie they even
say Jamie is partner with him. | suppose your exchange yesterday had been at par, or you would
have said something about it.

| shall now every morning be expecting some account from you of our Baltic fleet — some boat
must come to Leith with the intelligence some of these days | think.

Somebody has just handed to me the new Stamp Act from Down & Co - 2 copies one | see is
intended for you and | send it to Willie Kerr to give you though you have probably seen it before.

| find they came in a box of stamps a day or two ago.
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2 April 1801

What a vexing thing this is — your letter again miscarried — and the more so that | am thereby
deprived of all the important intelligence from you of the yesterday’s arrival at Leith — it makes
great noise here today — and no wonder — as the Danes seem so determined, there will no doubt be
hot work — and you must in a day or two hear the result — one thing pleases me — that by
proceeding in this mode, the matter | think must at once be brought to a point — either we shall
destroy or bring off the Danish and Swedish fleets or they will get the better of ours and in either
way there will be an end of the question.

Bonaparte does not seem to go so readily into a negotiation for peace as was supposed and the
accounts from Egypt give little hope of our success there. Things look dark indeed in all quarters.
May He who rules over all bring them to a comfortable issue! Mr Black tho in prison is not humble
enough yet it seems to take the Muirkirk berth for which I think he is a great fool — | mentioned this
to Mr Gordon and he has brought me the enclosed for you so you should get your man to set out
for Muirkirk immediately and give him a line to young Jamie. James does not like to name a salary
but | suppose it may be 70 or £80 with a free house and coals — if your man does not like it, let me
know as | just hear of one who | think would answer well — he has a wife and £1000, which would
give the company good security.
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3 April 1801

Both your letters came pop in upon me this morning — and it does not appear the fault has been
with Duncan as the letter of the 1st has the Edinburgh postmark of that date upon it but it only
came here by this morning’s post which | made the clerks of our post office mark upon it — so you
may take Willie Kerr to task. Your intelligence of the good King being ill again is very damping and |
am afraid it is too well founded as | see by today’s Sun some of the royal family were in the chapel
on Sunday — if it is so it will suspend all the operations of government — what a singular state this
nation is in at present! | shall every morning be looking for further intelligence from you from the
Baltic and nothing can now be expected there but bloody heads and broken bones. My only
comfort is that thereby matters must soon be brought to a point. What heaps of London bills!
These from McNeil & Co frightened me — they assure me the Lancaster house are the first brokers
in the Kingdom and that they have a cargo arrived there and consigned to them worth 7m. The
Dublin house has two of James McCall’s son’s partners in it.

| had some diversion with the Dean he would fain have me give him the 20d on that long bill
which | would not do — | joked him on his greed of interest in sending the bill to you last Saturday
to save one day — he said it was not him but his partner Crooks and he was ashamed of it —and
the best of it was that by the bill being discounted by you on Monday and me paying the money
on Tuesday they actually lost one day’s interest.

Archie Graham has just called to know what we think should be done about 5/ notes — the liberty
of issuing them expires with this session of Parliament, and a new bill must be thought of if they
are to be continued — he wishes to be rid of them as they are a great nuisance, yet neither he nor |
can see how it will be possible to do without them — he begs me to get your opinion on the
subject.
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Jo) % 7 I S . | saw a letter from Bloxam & Co bankers authorising Johnston & Co to draw the £800 on them —

"6 : Wiutamr — 0y o lsnsl {7@‘73"/ ol #hn" u/,«m:n/ otherwise we would not have given the value for it as these Johnston & Co who are supposed to
' have made a great deal of money are too extensive in the bill way — let this bill be sent off
tomorrow for acceptance. Was there ever such delightful weather — it is almost frightful at this
season.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 4 April 1801
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4 April 1801

Inclosed is the cover of the post found letter what is wrote on it is by one of the clerks in the office
here — some of the clerks in the Edinburgh office must be in the fault. | will not say anything to
James Senior till your man has been with James Junior and is either off or on — it is very likely he
may satisfy Junior that he can manage the business without a wife and if so he should certainly
have it — | let him set off immediately. | have no connection with the other man | alluded to — not
so much as | know him — a friend of his, hearing of Black having refused the offer spoke to me, and
from what he said | thought he would suit the office well. In comes James | have just read the
above to him and he approves.

| envy Willie the pleasure of a breakfast at P Green. | scolded him for voting for graceless Colonels
etc for Elders, but he says his list were all well disposed churchgoing people — if so he was on the
right side — | don’t understand choosing an Elder who seldom or never goes to Church —that |
know is not the case with the Elder for Aberdeen presbytery.

How | long to see the Improvements going on at P Green but | hardly think | shall ever again be
out of sight of St. Andrew’s steeple. Our preachings are next week. And the Monday after we shall
expect to see your Crop with the Counsellor. | see the forgery bill will not suit you — but may not
you get that paper that the Bank of England is to have. | am sorry to find Marshall is not to be tried
— | cannot understand how they have let him off after having such work with him.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
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quotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

!

o AM:\ fma. Af A /H,.,,.Kl;\, R »/,,07 0(7,(,,../ .Mtu&
B 7/ N ~»/J "~-‘M~f(}>\ s O 4‘rw
ﬂvd\/w*m‘tu A6 N.,.'.w./v[v O /~A—7 >
M’f)(rm L el e M,_,(%k,,_v:

P Gonmnidlo /«0.“, o G AA.«. Lo Wma@ ;(_/««,-

Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 4 April 1801
RB/837/150
Page 2 of 2

A DY AL Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
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The two bills you remitted us on Sandy Allan will be submitted tonight, and returned you on

Monday. Until his remittances by the Jamaica fleet arrive he can pay 0 — he will then have almost
Mﬁ..wur.auk //A.,. o /6"4* e 4 &l / 30m to divide. What a sum we have done this week on London — but we have also remitted you
largely — Peterkin tells me in an hour and a half this forenoon the credit side of his cash book was
45m!
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 6 April 1801

RB/837/152

Page 2 of 2

You see we have got down BJills] discounted a trifle last week and it should be more reduced this
week as we have 55m coming in including next Monday'’s bills — but heavy demands on us | see for
this night.

52m remitted you on London last week!! And you see what of stuff we send you today which shows
that the people here are not idle.

In comes fail-me-never Friend James who says O see if you can prevail upon him when he comes
west to take dinner with me.

For once we have got the better of Gilbert but the balance was not settled in time to come into our
cash and list today.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in LAl
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 8 April 1801

RB/837/157

Page 1 of 2

8 April 1801

So it would appear we shall have as little good of you this visit as usual — if you are to be in the court
all Tuesday and to wheel to the right on Wednesday, you may as well stay at home for me — but
how do you know the trial will come on Tuesday? | hope not till Wednesday or Thursday and if |
have interest with the court it shall be so —that you may be kept here nolence volence — if you
come west on Monday will you take your kail with us at 4, and at 7 | shall provide you a sight of
more bills than you see in Edinburgh at least in one day — all our large notes of all kinds are given
out of the chest today, as we have two days’ payments to make the sum paid out is larger than
usual — most of these notes will no doubt be back with us on Friday but you may bring west a large
supply of large notes particularly £100s, for few of them seem to come back. We have still 12m of
20/ notes so you need not bring many of them — our Tellers | see don’t use Guinea notes — we have
long had 2m of them untouched — you may bring 5 or £600 of half Guineas and 7/ pieces. The
returned bills frightened me from their Bulk, but when | looked into them | saw the sum was small
and we were safe — but friend James will not be pleased with that Irish man returned upon him.
What a heap of bills you send us some of them shabby enough | wonder how they find their way to
you — but your indorsers are good. | fancy Robert Allan has got rather too far in with Campbell
Ruthven & Co. You need not expect to hear from me tomorrow.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 10 April 1801

RB/837/159

Page 1 of 2

10 April 1801

You would receive my yesterday’s P that stupid body McDonald showed me a letter today from
Boness from which it appeared the money was really sent there to pay his bill — but whether it is to
be forwarded to Edinburgh or come back here was not clear, so | return you the bill and if the
money comes here we shall credit you for it and advise.

| can let my kail cool for no man on Mondays for | am obliged to be downstairs at 5 to take
Cunningham’s cash off — if you will not take kail at 4, will you try David Russell’s rum at 9 after a
couple of hours sweating at the bills? | read Senior what you wrote and he has taken up his
returned bill by my discounting [paper missing] acceptance of McNeil & Co for a larger sum — when
you come west we must have some talk about drawing some line with these McNeil & Co. The
Newecastle forged note Peterkin says he supposed a forgery, but the lady who brought it assured
him it was not and agreed to take it back if returned — they have need of better eyes than mine to
discover the other forgeries particularly those of our own forged 5/ notes. | am just now told there
is a letter in our coffee house from Edinburgh saying that dispatches had come to Leith for Sir Hyde
Parker, and that they were accompanied with an order of Council to release the Danish ships at
Leith —if this be true it looks as if matters were settled — but it is not said from whom the letter is —
and such intelligence | think should have come through different channels. This is indeed most
unnatural weather at this season — | don’t think we have frost here but cold and wet like weather in
February and blowing hard — how much we depend on a favourable spring! May it please God to
send it. Cunningham and Ed Gilchrist went up to Lanark to the on Wednesday evening to
return on Sunday — they will have cold work of it | should think. In comes McNeil & Co with another
£1500 bill. | hesitated much, but on their assuring us the accepters were the very first and most
opulent brokers in London and that this bill is for their goods in their hands Mr D thought we should
take it.
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How do you design Lord Armadale in a bond — | suppose the honourable WH of Armadale one of
the Senators of the College of Justice — | do not suppose he is entitled to Right Honourable.

Henry Glassford has just sent me a packet for you to go by the box — | told his lad that | expected
you here before the box day.

The letter in the coffee house I find is from Laird at Grangemouth and only says that two Swedish
ships which were cut out of Norway are to be released.

Peterkin goes into Edinburgh this afternoon to return on Monday — how our graceless lads fly the
preachings — honest Dr Davidson is to take his kail with me today. | have given Peterkin Mr
Glassford’s packet for you.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 11 April 1801

RB/837/160

Page 1 of 2

11 April 1801

| fear there can be little doubt the Danes have taken possession of Hamburg. Finlay & Co here had
a letter to the same effect with Mr Parishes — at same time it mentions that there was no intention
to seize British property and insurance was done at Hamburg as low as ever — | should not
however like to have any property there and if it is seized, there is no saying how far the effects
will extend — strange it is that we yet know nothing of the operations of Sir Hyde's fleet — we must
surely hear in a day or two — but these stormy winds at SW keep back intelligence — this however
is a good day — the accounts of Ganteaume’s squadron are so vague and various that | have always
some doubts, that they are not gone to the Mediterranean. It is a bad sign indeed of the King’s
health his not being at Chapel — he has not a subject | believe that has been for 50 years so regular
an attender upon public worship. It will be a sad matter if the good man is taken from us — but as
the complaint is only weakness the effect of fever, | would fain hope he will recover. Thomas
Hopkirk has been confined a fortnight by a feverish bowel complaint — | sat an hour with him last
night — he is a good deal better and expects to be able to attend the circuit as a juryman — but he is
to ask Lord Craig to put him up on a short trial — which will not be ours — he tells me the old Dean
certainly comes west — if so he will quite overcome your young counsel and Bar will get off — your
own old Counsellor will be the heaviest metal against him — you would see Canal Logan only paid
in his money for his acceptance to us yesterday so | suppose it would be protested — adieu till | see
the crop Monday afternoon — it will be near 4 before | get home from church — we have 2 long
sermons here.
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| find there is a Hamburg mail and | have just seen a letter from there with an account of the Danes
entering the city — but property is not touched.
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There are most serious accounts by the Hamburg mail today. | fear there has been hot work at
Copenhagen and | wish our fleet may not be destroyed — but in one way or other | should think
matters must soon be brought to a point.

What a pitiful figure the free imperial city of Hamburg makes — but from all | can learn very little
or no British property from this place at least will be found there — this event has been long in
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 17 April 1801
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Page 1 of 2

17 April 1801

How important the intelligence by this day’s Post. It spreads universal joy here — | never saw the
People’s faces so much changed. | should have hesitated about believing it if | had not got a letter
from my friend Mr Begbie wrote at Mr Robert Thornton’s desire, saying that the account of Paul’s
death had come to his and some other Russian houses and that the fact might be depended on. |
would fain hope his death will be the immediate death of the Northern Confederacy — but it is
strange that the Danes after they must have heard of it should have made such resistance — it
seems certain that there has been a furious bombardment at Copenhagen — and we have many
stories here of the result — but we can depend upon none of them — in a day or two we must have
accounts from authority — what an eventful period this — if we could get such accounts from Paris
as we have from Petersburgh it would produce a wonderful change in Europe.

What shall we do with this Carrick — he persists in paying out on Tuesdays and Fridays all his east
country small notes when he knows they will come into the other banks. Just now McNeil & Co
brought a bundle of about £1000 all small notes which they got from a man who got them from
Carrick — as it was to pay a bill and they had no other means of paying it we could not refuse
them, but it is most provoking to be put to all this trouble and | know not how it is in our power to
prevent it — we may and do refuse such terms when offered to be paid into an account but | know
not if we can refuse them in payment of bills. | mean to call on Carrick this evening and at least let
out my ill humour at him.
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Corbett Russell & Co had a very agreeable party at dinner yesterday when your absence was
much regretted — the first toast even before the King was the Royal Bank. David Russell regretted
not meeting with you — asked if | had spoken to you about his receiving the 2m. | told him | had,
that it was not expected he would have desired it, but that | supposed it would be done.

Dr Stuart Luss is at my hand — goes into Edinburgh tomorrow for a week or two | invited him to P
Green to give you a good advice about your flowers.

Mr D and | gave a kind of promise that Middleton & Tennant’s proposal would be agreed to.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events
referred to in the letters, is available here.

© NatWest Group 2022



https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

/5'_/4'/",.4, 1P

L/'[(.:. L (,\i\/:" _/-I,w» P o & c,\/\.,‘ >y #’t{) T AU ALl e éﬂl‘/{’ ,[‘o

e /9‘::‘ '7.1 /\//hq_ufﬁ A{\u o

) gt she
.//{«, fi A nE P ‘{/,{. />u¢/;64 » ¢v» c.jo—'—p(? - SEA

- A ! . 7 Ao T Areer ol vires “F;z;;
é»’w. oA /ym»éhh £ _.&”‘ ﬂ¢7 ” mjt/— %W o
lvék@,,/’w(/ /dy.I}/ﬁr Q“m, A AL Lor el of
Sk ik oy et Frnidy 4 G Canse
s oo Masts forns Beremt Phor 27570

i A %’p'/ A 4,&//5'»%-7 M‘7

A\;}',.‘.',A— i cerlownns Qrrv : /J
'“./ou;,. 0'447 L 40 ot ek gyl sk ol
/I %-/od»w &@wu‘.oq 2 ﬁw,MWa{“ﬂi;_WMtjm
Prmath - 'A/} wo{ﬂ-&f‘”‘“”“‘ a&.‘onfm w& o—ﬁ /»‘:70“-0
the R ot Mo DPoae 5 st fon S
JAQ/VWA‘/ “"ZA/ ol fragernad) — QQM_- ‘;W 760
o mn Kfoocs 1D Pt o onin — CHhanthr
G e of ey iy o g Sebins R losiy Eleas
A _
%’V‘ /7101,“‘,-} W"ﬁ Vs Fanaks — #l A“/G' 3
w /7[} Lﬁ/é.J b Luy Jo/..duo@ Kr o rato

& n&‘;’}- : — 5-44;/(1 o /‘ LRl V(‘ oy

o 7 :',..7 /’/«.’/C/C;w»/&/.7\7 f?”' Al ~
Pun- ;\/:rk.,wﬁﬂ JM%%@/A/@MW

99

W

© NatWest Group 2022

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 18 April 1801

RB/837/166

Page 1 of 2

18 April 1801

Never did | see such a burst of joy as in our coffee house this morning — what a transition in 2
days! | really hope we shall hear no more of the northern confederacy and that the Danes at
Hamburg when they hear the news will give up their prey there and set all to rights again — that
Nelson is a wonderful body for execution — it will be much if his head do not crack with vanity and
applause — Mcllwham came in the mail from London this morning and he says before he set out
certain accounts had arrived of the Bombay army 10,000 strong having landed at Suez.

| shall see what the linen printers say to it — but some of them will not rejoice much — they are of
that perverse description who only rejoice on our enemies’ victories. Before dinner | am going to
take a ride with the Dean to see his improvements at Jordanhill — he will rejoice. Adieu. | am glad
you are keeping the old B--ch in order. Thanks for your care of my wife — a high joke her being
taken for Hodges’ wife in such company. If | don’t meet with Henry Glassford today | shall send
him a note on Monday that | will pay your debt.

No Gazette come today — but the letter to the Lord Mayor is sufficient authority.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 18 April 1801
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[not transcribed; addressed by RSM and annotated with date and sender by WS]
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 21 April 1801
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There is a parcel for Mr More which the box will not hold.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 22 April 1801

RB/837/171

Page 1 of 2

22 April 1801

The B—ch’s blood being converted into Balsam for Down is a good fancy — plenty may you have of
it. The Scotch banks’ birse will be up at the slighting manner in which the Attorney General talks of
their paper — | shall let Wallie know how good you are to — I tell him he is a famous hand for
cobling bankrupt estates. Indeed if we get peace | wish our people do not turn daft — our next
accounts from the continent will be very important — we shall hear what Nelson has made of his
negotiation — what the K of Prussia is to do and above all how the Emperor Alexander is to act — the
only satisfactory proof of his being friendly to us will be his restoring our ships and property. If he
does this | shall think all is right yet.

The letter | advised you to read in our Courier is from a brother of Mr Finlayson the advocate
whom you saw here — he is surgeon of the Elephant. He writes that Sir Hyde sometime after the
attack was begun dreading the result hung out the signal to Nelson to withdraw but he would not
obey it — the printer very properly suppressed this — and | hope it is not quite correct as it would
not be for the credit of either. By the Sunday’s paper | see Sir Ralph certainly landed 8 March and
from the desponding style of the French of | hope we shall soon have good accounts
from there.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in LAl
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

B
A

D
T v
LR
‘ % N
\ ~
- N
— N
e W I
& P ’
\ '
r ; -
\‘ 2
M 4 A
\
\
.‘
P N .
N
\
.
X
\ ) .
> 7
TS . r 4
~
X o I
S Be o
N
. o
A < =]
~ o
;( ) O
. 4
[%]
2
e =
- 2
by, ol . ©

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 22 April 1801

RB/837/171

Page 2 of 2

[not transcribed; addressed by RSM and annotated with date and sender by WS]
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 23 April 1801

RB/837/173

Page 1 of 2

23 April 1801

| would fain augur well from the French account of the Egyptian business but it seems to have been
hot work and | fear we shall hear of many of our countrymen having lost their lives — | hear there are
stop the presses in some of the papers with an account of a 14 weeks’ armistice at Copenhagen. | do
not well understand this, it would have been better matters had been formally settled — but we shall
hear all about it tomorrow. What story is this Bob gives me of two Bow Street officers apprehending
a traitor from Hamburg in Leith Roads, and finding many letters to and from people in this country —
we shall be curious to know who these people are — | wish some of our Glasgow blacknebs be not
among them. If it should turn out to be Fox or Sheridan | would not regret it.

That Somervill will do much mischief — these mad extensive speculators should be sent to Botany
Bay. If Cunningham C does not call before the bank shut I shall call in the evening and tell him about
his bill — you might have sent it to Cameron at Leith.

Senior called just now — Junior is well pleased with Cunningham. James had two horses to send to
the works — one of them was to be rode out by Cunningham — he did not know how to get the other
sent when Cunningham frankly offered to lead him and did so — this shows that he will put his hand
to any work and pleased James much. The Elder has lost his estate — it was all sold in whole to James
Sword at 15,000G who | am afraid will be to erect an ironwork upon it — the Elder called to tell me
about this last night after | had gone out and may probably have wrote you — | must speak to Sword
and see if he will give him a slice.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 23 April 1801

RB/837/173

Page 2 of 2

| did not meet with Carrick till last night — could make 0 of him he says the two Paisleys and
Greenock send no notes to Edinburgh and harped up on the old string that until we paid silver and
gold for our notes as the other banks do we never could act justly etc. He talked about a clause in
the new Stamp Act which he thinks would subject your notes reissued here and the Bank of
Scotland’s notes at their branches to double duty — you may look into this. You bid us refuse these
bundles of east country small notes. We do so when offered on cash or deposit accounts — but can
we do so legally in payment of bills? | doubt Mr Nimmo could not protest if such payment was
offered him. In comes a letter for you from the Elder which will tell you all about it.

C Corbett has just called — Cameron has got part of the money and secured the rest — he is ready to
pay.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 24 April 1801

RB/837/175

Page 1 of 2

24 April 1801

Most of our coffee house politicians | see are roaring against this Armistice — but | really think it is all
we could expect and that an explicit renunciation of the neutrality treaty on the part of the Danes
extorted by fear would not have been so much to be depended on —this is letting them down more
gently and will | trust have the same effect — how important the news we must have in a few days
from Egypt! | hope the best — but there is some danger — and at best many a fine fellow must have
lost his life there — what an eventful period this!

It will be strange if this new Act shall prevent your making use of what paper you please — but | shall
be curious to know what the Englishers say to your sheet — what shall we do for copper — Bollin’s
friend here has an answer saying none can be got till a new coinage and the price of copper falls and
advises government to be petitioned as the only means of getting a supply. Peterkin says he knows
not how it will be possible to get thro without a supply.

We have had a very heavy discounting week of it and must have lost all the ground we gained. By a
letter from Hamburg | see there is no word of the Prussians retiring — and the two ships from Leith

had arrived but were detained at Coxhaven until security was given that British goods would not be
seized. The Porcupine says O if Berlin were but a seaport! He must be a sad fellow that K of Prussia.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 25 April 1801
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25 April 1801

Mr Baird’s letter brings very important intelligence. | hope Alexander and George will soon be good
friends, and that Sir Hyde and Nelson will soon manage the Swede and bring about a general
amicable accommaodation which will be surely much better than if we had destroyed the poor Danes.

This is an ugly story from Malta but | cannot believe it — but it must make us the more anxious for
good accounts from Egypt. | am glad Carrick is wrong about the clause — we shall refuse their bundles
of small notes even in payment of bills unless we see danger that payment may be lost by the
refusal. | called on Sword last night and was glad to find that he is not the purchaser of the estate nor
has any idea of erecting iron works on it as was said — it is young Dennistoun the son of the present
proprietor that has bought it on speculation and Sword says he will be disposed to sell it off in
parcels — so the Elder may yet get his slice.

John Lindsay the other day told me that he was certain something was going on by Dunlop and his
son to get him a discharge and that he suspected Simon Fraser would be brought to yield — | showed
him the letter you left with him which surprised him much — and made him happy.

Jo Wardlaw Dalkeith left this today — he promises to procure us a supply of new coined copper as he
thinks he can pick up a good quantity at Dalkeith — | told him to apply to you for the value.

McMurrich tells me he hears Somervill is to be immediately sequestrated — such the end of mad
speculation.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in . All
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred to
in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 25 April 1801

RB/837/178

Page 2 of 2

[not transcribed; addressed by RSM and annotated with date and sender by WS]

N
N

»N
&
: 5
3

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in LAl
quotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.

© NatWest Group 2022



https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

77 07»«/(/ 18v4

S o b Sl LZD 2w e o Iy M:w ~r o
7 AN S i bokiad S - br e Rdotians of P Poosms TS
@ e roinis b s Ko R oty S s o conf DX
M%Jf&zfpw o v s ey vf‘z-:.g 117 . Q.»f,,...g
Jf LD Pt pondly e HerfD Nl 3T s
lotiar of s LoD S 11k, o T o oo os b b gt
R e o el D ptaed G b oAby
‘V‘fwaw&‘ a—— pase Boarns A0l ,(V,e,.“,.;) o GO
Cske = ofid S UL it e roiris P Py tresbs 2 Fiesd

-4 37 e 4::;)%"7: Zﬁ‘,.«\}zqnwm"'
*,W‘] 7 Oredls £ oorans Hhcare Postln

- hn s
M‘“ - v - 7v — s Aoy

. A/M, taes i W C‘, /?c_:a bvmz/&/v'.. /Zvy“é,&,’

7.2 /f»«?; o Ko .A,wc’s‘vy.,‘m o whir ATt

© NatWest Group 2022

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 27 April 1801

RB/837/179
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27 April 1801

Glad I am to see the bad news in a manner contradicted in the French papers. | never believed it —
but the relations of the officers there would suffer much by it. The Democrats | see are confident
that Sir Ralph will make nothing of it — may they be disappointed.

If Alexander the 1st is really our friend and Nelson gets the better of the Swede | think the K of
Prussia will be got managed tho | agree with you and would not send goods to Hamburg at
present. You see how bills discounted swelled last week — and | fear it will be more so this week as
there is only 37m coming in and many demands — a letter from Jo Campbell & Co saying they
balance their books the 30th — begging as a particular favour we will do £1900 for them this week
and they will ask 0 the next — a note from Walter Ewing begging we will do £700 for him and he
will ask no more for a long time — a call from Hopkirk & Co begging £1000 — this night and as much
two weeks to come unless the Leeward Islands mail which is due arrives by it they expect large
remittances — so we go on and many such demands there will be before night unless you come
again to frighten away the people.

Did you ever see such delightful weather — this is like the springs we had about 50 years ago when
it was universally the practice at least in Fife to work the bean seed from 3 to 8 in the morning as

from the intense heat they could not work in the middle of the day — it was then we had such full

crops. | hope we shall have the like this year. The Dean goes in for his daughter this day senight —

he speaks much of your kindness to her — | bad him take a Peep of P Green and see what you was
doing there on Tuesday he returns on Wednesday
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28 April 1801

The Elder’s £10 was only paid the 16th current —and will appear in the state sent Mr Mac by this day’s
box. | heard Gammell’s story and there seems to be no doubt he bought pistols here on his way to
England — but Gordon Hamilton’s partner tells me that the latter had no thought of fighting a duel —
although he says Gammell used him very ill and gave him much abusive language at a friend’s house
where they happened to meet at dinner — he says Gammell is universally disliked at Greenock and that
he is gone up to London on purpose to oppose a bill for the improvement of their harbour which all the
’ people there are set up on — but this is the testimony of an adversary.

| do not like to hear of the B--ch changing her Pups, lest it come into Fashion and the Royal dismiss her
poor old Pup.

Mr D went for Lanark this morning to attend county meetings and will not be home till Friday — he said
nothing to me about the £1600 bill but | suppose has it in view and you may just keep it till you hear
from him — when he returns | shall let him see what you say. | have had a great deal of backwater today
its a tormenting situation to sit and hear people telling their wants and necessities. These McNeil & Co
above all are a torment their sums are so large — we refused a Glasgow £1000 acceptance last night
because we knew not the accepter — they brought a £2000 draught on Colquhoun today which | refused
as we have already a large sum on them — so how they will do | know not — two of their bills on London
we took when you was here and refused acceptance £400 — each drawn from Ireland. | know not what
to make of them. These bills returned today frightened me — but | was at ease when | saw their backs
they are all chased away — indeed | never take these Lancaster bills but with much reluctance - it would
be right to refuse them altogether if that did not break the indorsers. | would fain hope it is not so ill
with the King as | see by today’s paper he is riding about and going to Weymouth.

wé—r

| refused an acceptance of a Robert Wilsons Leith for about £300 to Robertson Henry & Co til | should
know more about him. Do you know if this Wilson is good.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 28 April 1801

RB/837/182

Page 2 of 2

In comes Bob McCall (McNeil’s partner) with an acceptance of Finlay & Co’s £950 and the £2000
draft on their bankers sent you — the first | took readily but | hesitated about the latter without
which however he said he could not make his payment today. | told him the extent of their paper
was so great and so much beyond what we did for others that | really could not go on in this way — |
begged he would go into Edinburgh and settle with the office there to what extent we were to go
as it was cruel to throw upon me the responsibility of going into such deep transactions — he said
he would do so as he could not bear to be bothered in this way every week — that he did not
consider our taking their bills on London as any favour many would be thankful for them — | asked
who would take them to such extent and told him he might and should go to others. So there it
ended — and still | know not what to make of them.

In comes the Elder — he has employed Jamie Hall the writer to negotiate with Dennistoun for a slice
of the land — he tells me Mr Ranken our minister who is publishing a history of France 6 or 8
volumes is to dine with him today — that he was made a DD by our college this forenoon but he
does not yet know so the Elder is to surprise them after dinner with a bumper to Dr Ranken.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 29 April 1801
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29 April 1801

| rejoice with you on the fall of the prices. This delightful weather will frighten all the grain holders
and make them bring it forward but altho there be much in the dealers’ hands that is little to the
consumption and | cannot yet think there is much in the farmers’ hands otherwise it would have
appeared when prices were so high. | hear through other channels the King is not well and has Dr
Willis with him at Kew — which is very grieving — yet | can hardly think he can be very ill when the
Privy Council so lately ordered Thanksgiving for his recovery.

A Captain Charles Kerr called just now was surprised | did not know him — wanted £50 for his bill on
Hotchkis | asked for his letter of credit — he had none — but from the man’s appearance | was
induced to give me [sic] the money as he showed me his letter of advice to Hotchkis — he says he
has bought Calder Bank a beautiful place near Blantyre and will have occasion to draw a good deal
more — shall | take his bills? Collector Corbett goes into Edinburgh tomorrow and promises to call
and give you a chew — he tells me his large bill on Somervill £1500 | think due this day in London will
come back upon you but it is indorsed to him by a Liverpool house who will make it quite safe to
him though they cannot give the money — they hold a great deal more than the value of Somervill’s
rum. McMurrich is in the precise same situation for a 4m bill which | suppose will be back up on you
— but | must call and see if he can take it up — Malcolm is very rich and will not be pleased at this —
he says Somervill is really wrong in the head — what folly in people to trust so much property with
such a madman — | should not wonder to see rum down at 3 or 4/. Bob McCall will probably be at
you and | wish you may settle with him to what extent we are to go with McNeil & Co. | cannot but
think they have a great bottom but they are beyond all bounds in extent and when such is the case
there is always danger.
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Edward forgot to send the weekly list in the box yesterday — it will go in the next.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 30 April 1801

RB/837/188
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30 April 1801

You think of nothing but to crack your wit upon my Troubles with your back water Drains — and
Sweating Room Evacuations long however may it be so! This tumbling of the markets seems to put
you in good spirits — it is really delightful but what a sum government will have to pay —in your
calculation you omit American flour which | doubt will be the heaviest article — all shipped before
25 March is guaranteed 90/ the quantity will be immense — some cargoes lately sold here at 65/ at
public sale. J & A Dennistoun tell me just now they have 1300 barrels advertised — they hardly
expect so much at that rate government must pay 25/ for every barrel — the price at Liverpool |
see notwithstanding the immense importation there is 75 or 76/.

| should hardly think Dr Ranken has such talents as will make his book take however he has made a
safe bargain with the London booksellers — they publish the two first volumes at their risk. If these
sell well, they are to give him a price for the following volumes. | should suppose the two first will
relate to the ancient history of France — it is too soon to write the modern history. The want of
Hamburg mails today makes our people fear the K of Prussia has stopped them — had this been the
case | think a caller would have been sent with the intelligence. They will come tomorrow. | hope
there is no truth in the Turks having allowed the Russian fleet to pass the Dardanelles — but peace
does not seem to be so near as it was. Nothing decisive will be done before the fate of Egypt is
known — how important the intelligence from there.
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give him the value and debit us. If my Robert comes across you, you may say to him that our porter

f forgot to put the small parcel for his aunt in the box — | shall send it by first private hand along with
a parcel for Mr More which the box would not hold.
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